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VOL. III.

— The bound volume of Brazilian
MISSIONS for 1889 will be sent to any

address
,
post-paid

,
for 60 cents.

If any of our subscribers have

copies of the magazine for May ,
1888,

which they do not care to preserve
,

they will confer a favor upon the pub-

lisher by mailing them to his address.

They are needed to complete sets, the

edition for that month having been

exhausted.

—Rev. G. A. Landes and Rev.

Thomas J. Porter, together with

their families, sailed from New York
January n on the A Ilianfa. Mr.

Landes returns to his work in Par-

ana after a season of needed rest in

this country. Mr. Porter goes to

Brazil for the first time. He com-
menced mission work in Persia, but

was compelled to return to this

country after a year, by the ill health

of his wife. He has recently been

engaged in pastoral work at Mur-
raysville, Pa.

—The young man recently or-

dained and settled over the Cruzeiro

Church and fields adjacent, Rev.

Benedicto, Ferraz, received two

members on confession of faith the

first Sunday after his return. He will

soon make an extended tour through

Minas with Sr. Zacharias, who will

present him to the churches in his

new character.

—Several groups of Indians from

distant points have recently visited

No. 2.

the capital, seeking redress from the

Government for wrongs suffered at

the hands of the whites. These

groups are chiefly from the half-civil-

ized tribes, and have acquired a fair

knowledge of Portuguese.

Their chief complaint is that their

cassocked friends have defrauded

them of lands, labors, and often of

the custody of their children. The
catechumen is generally said to re-

ceive very little religion, and to give a

good deal ofwork
;
the labors of the

poor Indian being sometimes farmed

out by the Capuchin monks, who
usually have charge of the catechis-

ing.

In a recent number we referred to

a race of white Indians living in

Northern Minas. In conversation

with an ex-priest, a trustworthy man,

a teacher in the Sao Paulo school,

who accompanied D. Antonio, the

bishop of Para, in his journeyings on

the Amazon, we were assured that a

tribe of semi-civilized Indians existed

on one of the upper tributaries of the

great river, having light hair and blue

eyes! His impression was that they

belonged to the Mandunicus.

The Indian question is one that

will not down until Christian people

look it squarely in the face. What
is to be done to evangelize the wild

Indians of South America ?

—The Brazilian converts do not

often escape persecution: one man

Brooklyn, N. Y., February, 1890.
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was so persecuted when he began to

read the Bible, that he was obliged

to close his business and move to a

farm. At this time he had never

seen amissionary; he came over sixty

miles to join the church, and his

baby was baptized at the same time.

When he was away from home, the

priest sent armed men and took the

baby away. It was taken nine miles

by rough men, and baptized again by

the priest. Think of the mother’s

agony, while the tender babe Was in

the care of these men, made drunk

for the occasion. Again he left home
and property, and now in another

locality assembles a congregation of

eighteen persons to worship God in

his house.

ORDINATION IN S. PAULO.

When the Commissioners of our

General Assembly were assisting at

the organization of the Synod of

Brazil, they were much interested in

a young candidate, Benedicto Fer-

raz de Campos. He had been edu-

cated in our Mission Schools, and

was then applying for license to

preach the gospel. They heard' him

examined by the Presbytery, and

were greatly pleased with his readi-

ness in answering the quesions pro-

posed, and with the impression he

evidently was making upon the

Presbytery. Your readers may see

him in the picture of the Synod of

Brazil in the November number of

the Brazilian Missions. He is

seated on the lowest step of the

church near the middle of the pic-

ture. Since his licensure he has

done efficient service in preaching

and teaching. For a while he taught

a class of candidates, Greek. He
has been supplying two small

churches which had been served by

Rev. D. C. McLaren.

Early in October, the Presbytery

of Sao Paulo held a meeting in the

Presbyterian Church at Sao Paulo,

and on October 14, at a public ser-

vice in the evening, Benedicto was

ordained. In several respects this

service was unique. This was

probably the first South American

Indian admitted to the Gospel minis-

try. The Moderator was a Brazilian,

Modesto P. B. de Carvalhosa. Ten
ministers participated in the services,

of whom six were natives, one was

a German, a member of Presby-

tery, one was a Methodist, and two

were Episcopalians. These last had

lately arrived from Virginia. They
are superior young men full of energy

and courage. As soon as they ac-

quire the language they will begin

the work to which they have wholly

consecrated themselves — the es-

tablishment of an Episcopal mission

station in some part now unoccupied

by a Protestant mission. The prev-

ious Sabbath one of them, Rev. Mr.

Kinsolving, preached an excellent

sermon in English in the Methodist

Church.

THE PROPOSED THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY.

Letterfrom Dr. Houston.

In the Brazilian Missions of

January I observe the following

statement from the Rev. De Lacey

Wardlaw in regard to the theologi-

cal seminary, which the Synod of

Brazil voted to establish at Rio de

I Janeiro: “ The southern committee
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are willing to grant the salary of the

professors and appropriate the sum

asked by the other missions which

she has in Brazil, but is waiting un-

til the Northern Board will do the

same. * * * I am told that the

Northern Board is not satisfied with

the location the Synod has selected.”

This statement would seem to indi-

cate that some difference of opinion

exists between the Northern Board

and the Southern Committee as to

the establishment of the seminary.

Allow me to say that the Southern

Committee was entirely in accord

with the Northern Board in thinking

that it was best to postpone for a

while the establishment of the semi-

nary, either at Rio or elsewhere.

Respectfully,

M. H. Houston.

Office of Foreign Missions Presby-

terian Church
,

U. S., Nashville
,

Term., Jan. 21 ,
1890.

POLITICAL OUTLOOK.

The new Republic still lives de-

spite the gloomy prophecies of those

lately deposed from power.

Recent revelations prove that it

was not a precipitate and unex-

pected movement, but the ripe fruit

shaken down a little sooner than it

would have fallen if left alone.

The old Emperor is in Portugal,

the guest of his nephew, the young

King. The Princess (ex-imperial)

and her husband, the Count d’Eu,

have gone to the miraculous grotto

of “Our Lady of Lourdes” to pay

vows made to that saint in Brazil.

There is no whisper in all the Re-

public of a possible restoration of the

monarchy. The larger part of the

monarchists were only so during the

life of Pedro II. A very small frac-

tion of Ultramontanes and a few poli-

ticians after the “ loaves and fishes,”

supported the princess.

The question now being discussed

is the calling of the Constitutional

Convention at once, to give the Gov-

ernment a solid base for action.

Those in power seem to be in no

hurry, but are rather disposed to

frame and decree a Constitution, con-

coct the Federal statutes, put into

practice the sweeping reforms to

which the Republican party stands

pledged ,
and then call the Conven-

tion—they seem to fear that if called

now the convention would fall into

the hands of the old parties, and

months would be wasted in cheap

rhetoric to no purpose.

The law of grande naturalisation

has already been decreed; of course,

it goes a little further than inter-

national usages permit, and will not

be accepted by many foreigners, ex-

cept by the emigrant class, who were

always desirous of naturalization,

but were kept back by the red-tape

process of obtaining it.

The separation of Church and

state has been decreed. Civil mar-

riage and the secularization of the

cemeteries will follow.

The great obstacle to the prompt

reorganization of the country into a

Republic with independent States in

federation is the fact that a consid-

erable number of the old provinces

are not self-supporting, and must

come in as Territories.

Matto Grosso has only 60,417

people within its borders, and an

area of 1,379,654 square kilometres.

Amazonas, with a population of



12 BRAZILIAN MISSIONS,

17,610, has an area of 1,897,020

square kilometres, etc.

The readjustment of finances, the

reconstruction of the public service,

the rooting out of the abuses of the old

regime can be done better by a

dictatorship pure and simple than

by amateur legistators. It does not

fit in well with the demands of a

Government of the people by the

people; but, considering the peculiar

conditions of the people, the tenden-

encies of the old politicians to over-

legislatc and kill the liberties of the

people by governing them to death,

it seems the shortest and safest way
to reconstruction to trust the self-

constituted provisional Government
with the whole work. So far, they

have not shown themselves unworthy

of the trust reposed in them. More !

has been done in this short month
than, under the Empire, was done in

ten years.

The danger point lies not in any

want of honesty or patriotism on the

part of those who control the new
Government, but in their inexpe-

rience as rulers, and in their utter ir-

religion.

The leading spirit gets his politi-

cal and religious principles from

Auguste Compte. In the whole pro-

gramme of Government there is no

mention of God, but much vaporing

about order and progress, health and

fraternity. It is a question whether

the cause of Christianity will be

benefited by the establishment of a

godless Republic. One thing is very

certain, and that is, with the advent

of the Republic come larger op-

portunities and larger responsibili-

ties for the Church of Christ. If they

who represent the cause of the Gos-

pel would capture the educational

interests of the nation there must be

no hesitation, no half measures, but

prompt, decisive action. Every

school under control of evangelical

Churches should be put at once upon

a sound working basis.

PROVIDENCE AND THE REPUBLIC.

The following extracts are from

a private letter from the native pas-

tor of the Presbyterian Church of

Sao Paulo. He writes under date of

November 21, 1889:

“ By this time you have already
heard of the powerful movement of

Providence, which has transformed
my fatherland. On the 1 5th the news
was unexpectedly echoed in every di-

rection that the Republic had been
declared in Rio. It was beautiful to

see the brotherly expressions of re-

joicing that graced every class in the
community. Embraces, fireworks,

hurrahs, without the slightest sign

of retaliation!
“ It was a sight which touched the

heart, filling it with hopefulness for

a great destiny for our country, and
gratitude to a bountiful Providence.
We thought it our duty to recognize
expressly the merciful hand of God
in these momentous events. We
have, therefore, held meetings every

day this week for the purpose of re-

turning thanks to God, and beseech-
ing for our felloW-citizens in charge
of public affairs during these trying

emergencies, the blessings of Divine
wisdom.

“ Glorious horizons open before

our Brazilian Church. May God
richly answer the prayers of His peo-

ple! In the midst of general rejoic-

ing, came social emancipation; now,
amid delirious ecstasies, comes politi-

cal emancipation. Let us expect now
two others, in the good providence

of God, with our people—moral and
religious emancipation. These fol-
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low logically. And may not the first

two be providential pledges of the

two remaining ?

“We will have, ere long, a Con-
gress to form a Constitution. In all

probability, it will decree full liberty

of conscience. The clerical element
keeps quiet for the present. Our
church here progresses continually,

thanks to our God !

“ Our Home Missions are estab-

lishing themselves in the hearts and
consciences of the people. * * * The
two Episcopalian missionaries made
a most excellent impression. They
are now in Cruzeiro studying Portu-

guese.”

ITINERATING IN SAO PAULO.

BY REV. J. B. KOLB.

After a long trip of two weeks

on horseback, a journey on the rail-

way is a decided luxury. Our jour-

ney led us through a wild, sparsely

settled region, until we began to

draw near to the Sierra do Botucatu,

which we would shortly ascend. The
ascent of this sierra presents some
beautiful panoramas to the traveler.

The ascent is made with ease by our

iron horse, and we are soon brought

to the flourishing town of Botucatu,

which means “ fair winds.” The
town is regularly laid out, and is

built on an eastern, rather a south-

ern, slope of the mountain. The soil

hereabouts is the rich terra rocha

or “ purple soil,” in which the coffee-

tree flourishes; the very top of the

mountain offering the best land, and

is entirely free from frost. Near by

there is a coffee plantation of a mill-

ion trees. But we have come to B.

to meet the “ King’s messenger,”

Rev. Braga, the genial pastor of

the vast Botucatu field, over which

we expect to pass, further on. The

King’s business is in a good state at

this point. The congregations are

already too large for the church

building. They think seriously of

enlarging or building. This church

had a singular origin. A person who

is now the oldest member had heard

the gospel in other parts and was

converted. To show his sincerity he

declared himself a Protestant, built

a church and then sent for a Gospel

minister to come and preach. For a

long time it was impossible to find

one, but finally a missionary reached

that distant point; his labors were

blest, and now there is a live, grow-

ing congregation, whose influence is

being felt in, all the country round.

But our brother Braga and his excel-

lent, laborious wife have in hand an-

other department of work—a flourish-

ing school. The same man whose

heart was changed and who built the

church, also gave a large double

house to be used for school purposes.

At first the school suffered greatly,

but latterly it has gained for itself an

enviable place and name in all this

region. Dr. Lane, the director of the

school at Sao Paulo, in looking over

this school, said it compares most

favorably with our school at S. P.

Some fifty bright boys and girls are

gathered into the school. Had the

school the accommodations, it could

have a hundred or more. All of

these are taught the fundamentals

of the Gospel. This school has a

bright future. The donor of the

property is disposed to endow this

child of his, so that it may grow to a

vigorous manhood and be a tower of

strength in all this splendid region.

While here, we had an interesting
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conversation with a young man who
wishes to prepare himself for the

ministry. He is resolved to make
every sacrifice necessary to realize

this end. Leaving B we again

had recourse to flesh and blood;

mounting our horses, we set our faces

toward the west, with the intention

of visiting a friend who has a coffee

fazenda on the top of the mountain.

Wehad a hearty receptionandasplen-

did view toward the south. The next

morning, as we were about to leave,

our hostess, who is not a professing

Christian, said to us, “ Oh, how much
I wish to be a Christian!” From this

point our way lay through forest,

over sandy plain, up hill and down
dale for thirty-three miles, until we
reached Boa Vista, where live a num-
ber of believers as a community.

These brethren took up a large

tract of land and are now bringing it

under cultivation. They, like the

Israelites in the desert journey, have
built their tabernacle in the midst of

their lands; their dwellingsencircling

it. On Sabbath we worshipped with

them and were agreeably surprised

to meet nearly a hundred people, all

neat and clean, waiting upon the

message of the King’s messenger.

These brethren keep up a school.

Sad to say, they are very often with-

out the regular preaching of the

Word. But, notwithstanding, they

do not forget the assembling of them-

selves together * read and sing and

pray. An d-Ter of the church lives

near by. Among the members of

this church there was one poor man
who had embraced the Gospel. His

father, who lives at a distance, be-

came furious; he sent a man to bring

his son to him, bound as a criminal.

The man was ashamed or afraid to

do this, so he invented a story, say-

ing that the father was very sick

and wished to see his son. The son

on reaching his father’s house, was
cruelly beaten and compelled to re-

main on his father’s farm. But the

light that was in him was not dark-

ness. He began to tell of his King

—Jesus; and the result of his witness-

ing has been a widespread interest

in the Gospel. There are now a

number of families who wish to unite

with the church in that section.

As we journeyed along we came
within the sound of a waterfall

;

which we afterward visited and found

to be beautiful. While admiring its

beauty, a fine large fish tried to make
the ascent. Our way led us through

splendid virgin forests. By the way-
side we were surprised to find some
blackberries, just such as we had
many a time gathered in the woods
of old Pennsylvania. It seemed like

meeting an old friend. In this wild,

lonely region, we came up with an

English engineer, who gave us the

first news of the declaration of the

Republic. It was a strange, incredi-

ble yet welcome piece of news. We
have now been on the way nearly a

week and are nearing another point

where the King has a company of

His children. Santa Cruz do Rio

Pardo is a new village on the out-

skirts of civilization. Here we had
a hearty welcome from one of the

Lord’s Lydias, who very kindly re-

ceived the weary messengers. The
church at S. Cruz was organized dur-

ing the last year. For a time, it en-

joyed the ministrations of a young
licentiate, but he, becoming ensnared

by the vagaries of error, was com-
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polled to leave his post of duty.

Happily, the Holy Spirit was pleased

to keep the flock, even after its

shepherd had fled. S. Cruz is the

centre of a number of communities

of believers, and offers a splendid op-

portunity for any young theologue

who would wish for some active

frontier work.

We visited, in the interests of the

“ King’s business,” different points in

this interesting field. After enjoying

the generous hospitality of our host-

ess—who, by the way, would be an

ornament to any church by reason of

her piety and good works—we said

good-bye to our companions,and with

another companion started out for a

three and a half days’ journey through

a lonely region to visit a brother be-

loved, Rev. Mr. Howell, of Jahu.

FIRST EXPERIENCES.

Rev. J. W. Morris, in a private

letter written to Dr. Lane from

Cruzeiro, gives so pleasant a picture

of the first experiences of the new

missionaries that we venture to pub-

lish the following extracts:

“ I hasten to assure you of our

comfort and health here among the

brethren of Cruzeiro. Indeed, I must
not deal in superlatives, for fear that

it may sound too extravagant, but,

truly, if ever two missionaries may be

said to have fallen exactly upon their

feet, it may be said of us. We are

treated by the brethren of the Church
here with the greatest kindness, and
everything that is within their power
they are anxious to do for us. We
have two rooms, pleasantly and com-
fortably located in a house that has
both a floor and a ceiling, and is in

every way above reproach. Our
books, pictures, etc., have arrived,

and we have made things around us

so natural and homelike that I find

myself in the morning thinking my-
self at the old seminary, and being

strangely startled by the bono dias

of our host, who comes to awaken us.

We take our meals with Sr. dc Hen-
rique, who, as perhaps you know, is

a deacon of the church, and he is so

assiduous and untiring in his atten-

tions that, truly, I do not see when
he finds much time for work on their

church building, that grande e boa

obra which they have begun here, and

which is at once the pride of the pres-

ent, and the glorious hope of the

future. Verily, Nehemiah and Ezra,

or better, the earlier Joshua and

Zerubbabel, would find their feelings

of anxiety, zeal and prayerfulness

reproduced in the breasts of these

humble laborers. We have about

three and a half hours at Portuguese

each day, one half of which time we
spend with Sr. Benedicto. People

here flatter us greatly by constantly

telling us that we are learning the

language with unexampled rapidity,

but in calmer moments I feel that

they are wrong. But in truth we
have every chance to learn rapidly,

we are forced to talk to the people

by the very circumstances of our po-

sition, and so, though it is a puzzling

and persecuting business for them,
still we keep at it. Sr. Cunha, also

a deacon of the church, is very kind,

and always pays us a visit after the

store is closed and the press of busi-

ness is over. I admire his courage:

he is Portuguese, and talks very in-

distinctly, and I think he is a little

deaf, so you may imagine the ex-
change of ideas is not very rapid be-
tween us. Last night he discussed

politics with us, so we gathered from
occasional gleams of light that were
flashed to us from a familiar word
here and there. But the dear broth-

er’s politeness, and his evident anx-
iety to do everything in his power
to make things pleasant—we do un-
derstand—as also the delicious or-

anges which he is constantly sending
us.
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“Kinsolving has a wall-machine for

exercise, and I never have been more
amused than I am at the astonish-
ment caused thereby. Exercise is

bad enough when forced upon a man,
but to go at it in cold blood is some-
thing which a Brazilian cannot ap-
preciate.

“We have met most ofthe believers,

and have enjoyed the services very
much. Sr. Benedicto has preached
for us four times already, and we are
proud to say that we really followed
him quite well. His sermons on Noah
and the Last Judgment were very
good; truly helpful sermons. Sr. Ben-
edicto boards with Sr. da Malta, and
so we do not see as much of him as
we should like. However, Kinsolving
has undertaken to read some Hebrew
with him at night for an hour, and I

have a little English with the rest.

It is a recreation to us; indeed, the
hour is a great help on Portuguese.
As to health, we are strong and well,

thanks to plenty of exercise, and
plenty of appetite, and plenty of food.

The coffee is excellent, and, of course,

the beans and rice are good.
“We are to have the Lord’s Supper

next Sunday, and Sr. Benedicto told

us to-day that he expected to receive

two people into the Church at that

time. We like Sr. Benedicto very
much—very bashful, but the people
like him and are quite proud of his

acquirements and talents. I wish
Mr. McLaren could know the warm
place he has in the hearts of these

people, how eagerly they inquired

after him. Sr. Benedicto asked the

prayers of the congregation for him,

and I am sure that his request will

not be made in vain. They have the

foundation of the church laid, and
are evidently purposing to build sub-

stantially and solidly. I think they
say that there is not enough money
yet, but tlfey hope to finish it before

the end of next year at least. In-

deed, my dear Doctor, the brotherly

feeling and Christian spirit that is

evident among these people does our

heart good, and it is, indeed, worth

a life’s work to have gathered to-

gether even this little band of faith-

ful ones from the world of sin and
superstition. We are cheered with
the hope that God may thus bless us;

at any rate the sight of the faith of

these men amidst the surrounding
indifference tells us what may be
done by God’s spirit, if only we wait
on Him.
“And now I will stop—I might write

you some of our ludicrous experi-
ences, especially how yesterday we
heard at dinner that there was a mar-
riage on hand, and having no time to

dress, how we followed the proces-
sion in waterproof overcoats, thus
hiding our woolen shirts and every-

day clothes amidst the surprising

finery in which everybody suddenly
appeared. We heard the mumbled
service, and the band of music, but
did not go to the dance, or whatever
they call it, afterwards. The padre
here is quite a young fellow, and, as

Sr. da Malta told us, muito passivo.

He don’t like to talk with our people.

To-day being All Saints’ we had a

big missa with the crowd which at-

tends such occasions.
“ My kindest regards to all friends

in Sao Paulo, and our best thanks to

you for directing us here, and so

helping us greatly in our preparatory
labors.”

rajilmn Jltissions.

A monthly bulletin
,
containing the latest reports

of missionary work in Brazil, is published at

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Terms
, 25 cents per annum, payable in advance.

Outside the United Stales and Canada, 37 cents,

or 18 pence.

Small amounts may be remitted in U. S. post-

age stamps.

Address all editorial and business correspond-

ence to Rev. Donald McLaren, D. D., 37 2 Lewis

Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.
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